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Some days afterwards It was observed that a Chilean steamer
of the Sud-Americana Company entered the harbor from, the
south and, passing into the harbor, dipped her colors to the Ger-
man, French and English men-of-war anchored there. Passing
the Baltimore the courtesy was omitted, and, as the incident was
only one of many other occasions when this disrespect had taken
place, Lieutenant Sidney H. May was sent on shore to the agent
of the line to explain that, while merchant vessels were not
obliged to dip their colors to men-of-war, the custom was uni-
versally observed, but where such courtesy had been shown to
other men-of-war in the harbor, and withheld from, the Balti-
more, it was thought to be a discourtesy that the agent should
know. He expressed great regret at the occurrence, and his
assurance was that it was entirely without his knowledge and
that he would send the offending captain on board the cruiser
to apologize. This was done. Ever afterwards these steamers in
leaving or entering port were careful to salute, waiting always
for the return dip from the Baltimore. This closed another
unpleasant incident.

On the afternoon of November 30th, about 5 o'clock, the
Yorktown, Commander Evans, came into the harbor. Report-
ing the circumstances of the passage, as well as the incidents
and difficulties of the voyage from New York through the Straits
of Magellan, he was asked to remain to dinner, during which
the entire subject of the pending diplomatic difficulties with
Chile were explained. At closer range, he was better able to
comprehend the situation, and to learn all that occurred in the
interval he had passed at sea. It was the only authentic infor-
mation he had received of the disturbances of October 16th. He
expressed great surprise at the time at the serious wrong done to
the Baltimore's men.

On December 6th, after notice of the Yorktown's arrival had
reached the department, the secretary ordered the Baltimore to
proceed with despatch to San Francisco, but he was informed
that the testimony of the men before the court had not yet
been concluded. Some days before directions had been received
from the department to submit the list of repairs needed by the
cruiser, to be transmitted to Washington, and a duplicate of the
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